ELEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

Commission of Home MissionstoColored People

PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

In looking back thromgh the eleven years of the existence of this
Comumission, we are struck with the contrast presented by the condition
of the field to-day, with that offered to the eye of the Christian philan-
throphist in the autumn of A.D. 1865, when the attention of the Church
through her Board of Missions was first called to the serious consid-
eration of this work. Then the Colored people of the South presented in
the aggregate, simply a vast, seething, chaotic mass of destitute suffering,
without resources, and inexperienced in everything like self-reliance;
while their condition regarded in every aspect was lamentable in the ex-
treme. It was a most happy and well-timed idea that suggested itself,
first, to certain members of this Board, and through them to the General
Convention then in session, to set apart a special department for the im-
mediate instruction of a race, who were now in the Providence of God,
brought before the world, not only as another Mission field, but in propor-
tions altogether new in the history of our land. To this work they gave
their Joint and unanimous approval, and entered upon it with great en-
thusiasm. Gifts and offerings were for a time proportionate to the
devotion that devised such liberal things. Experience however, had no
sooner praetically moulded the benevolent efforts of Christian people,
than the fact became painfully evident that the offerings were too re-
stricted for the realization of the full success of plans already entered
on, The apprehension from this source still exists, and has embarrassed
the Executive Committee almost continually, and is only lessened by the
counter fact, that time has taught the agents of the Commission, how best
to discharge their duties in these new relations, and at the same time
to economize both in labor and material.

The first exigency seemed to demand the immediate establishment of
Christian schools, in which secular knowledge was to have a place,
though a subordinate one. In many quarters, even this was regarded as
chimerical; while the expressed hope of Christianizing these illiterate
myriads, was looked upon as more than visionary.

The work, therefore, was entered upon with hesitation by many, and
by still more, with trembling anxiety. The situation had no precedent
in the history of the American Church.

As a first result, however, of a work commenced in faith and prayer, we
find to-day in all the large cities and towns of the South and Southwest,
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schools of a highly respectable grade for the Colored people of all classes
and conditions. High schools, Collegiate and Normal schools; and here
and there, schools having departments specially devoted to the prepara-
tion of students for the sacred duties of the Ministry.

These are some of the wonders that God hath wrought. They are
not, we allow, all Institutions of our own Church, but they have all ad-
vanced the one general result we now witness with so much pleasure;
each contributing in its own order and degree to the work of civiliz-
ing and preparing for a high measure of practical efficiency, those, who
otherwise must have remained an element of disintegration, alike in
Church and State. No report of ours, here or elsewhere, can do justice
to what has been accomplished. While the proportions in which Church-
men in our own land, and Churchmen abroad, have assisted by their means
one and another of these enterprises, can only be appreciated by those
who have more time for the examination of statisties, than falls to the lot
of the general reader.

The efforts and success of the Commission have been commensurate
with the means placed at its disposal. Her Normal school at Raleigh,
N. C., her School and Parish at Petersburg, Va., and her High school at
Charleston, have at length realized the expectations of their founders,
and reflect credit upon the managers and Mission teachers employed.
Their last annual Reports, herewith appended, give full statistical details
of what they have been permitted to accomplish. Little less, in justice
can be said of the other stations and Missions, as the work abounds in
visible results; the more valued, by occurring at a time when men’s earts
were failing them through fear. The school at Raleigh has furnished
seventy-six teachers for the general field; that at Petersburg, thirty-seven;
that at Asheville, six; other schools also in less degree. The number of
clergy of African descent is slowly increasing each year; as also the corps
of those who as Candidates for Orders, hope to pass their lives in active
Missionary duty.

‘We may therefore, express a devout gratitude, that when there was
so0 much to do, =0 few to do it, and means so limited from which to draw,
we could in our time witness these results.

And yet, on the other hand, what is this compared with what re-
mains ? The work in its magnitude is simply appalling. The glory and
success of what has been achieved we would consider in no sense as our

‘own; and while we feel that for all favorable results we are dependent
primarily on Divine power, and next, as the Church makes us the almoner
of her offerings, we can only carry forward this work as her liberality
allows. May we not hope that our brethren, moved by these encourag-

- ing considerations, may early awaken to a deeper sense of individual
responsibility to God, and to those who are placed in a condition, through
no fault of their own, to require the Church’s special care.
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FINANCES.

The receipts for the year ending with September, which have passed
through the hands of our Treasurer, including a balance from last year
of $166.00, are $15,433.40; while the additional sum for special depart--
ments of the work, though not passing through our office, amount to:
$14,084.38; giving a total for the year’s receipts of $29,517.73. Of the:
former amount, $11,388,97 have been paid to Teachers and Missionaries;.
%1,500 as salary of Secretary; $220.00 for rent; $204.42 to Woman’s.
Ausxiliary; $306.02 for printing; $118.41 for Special Objects; $298.56 to
Office; and $230.00 as travelling and miscellaneous expenses. Leaving in
the Treasurer’s hands on October 1st, $1,167.02.

J_/The following is a list of the Schools and Missions which are cons
nected with the Commission. itf :

SCHOOLS AND MISSIONS.

1. St. Augustine’s Normal School, Raleigh, N. C. Principal, Rev. J. -
E. C. Smedes. Assistants, Mr. George A. C. Cooper; Miss
Annie Haywood, Miss Jane Thomas. Number of pupils, 130.
Boarders, 30.

2. High School, Charleston, S. C. Acting Principal, Mrs. E, Ancrum.
Assistants, Miss E. Johnstone, Miss C. A. Dawson, Miss L.
W. Peronnean. Scholars (boys, 129, girls, 119), 248. Offerings,
£450.30,
3. Rev. J. V. Welch, Missionary, Charleston. Sunday-school, 126.
Teachers, 10,  Services, 292. Communicants, 95. Offerings,
$396.32. 4
4. St. Luke’s Church, Columbia, S. C. Rector, Rev. B. Babbit. Mr.
T. Saltus, Lay Reader. Communicants, 30. Sunday-school, 75.
Offerings, $441.59. ;

. St. Barnabas School, Wilmington, N. C. Principal, Mrs. F. S.
Jackson. Assistant, Miss Alice Brady. Scholars, 158,

6. St. Mark’s Mission, Wilmington, N. C. Rev. C. O. Brady. Com-
municants, 151. Baptisms, 47. Confirmations, 17. Sunday-
school, 120. Parochial School Teachers, 3 ; Scholars, 125, Of-
ferings, $345.59.

7. St. Augustine’s School, New Berne, N. C. Principal, Miss 8. G.
Swetland. Assistant, Mr. A. Bass. Scholars, 200.

o

8. St. Cyprian’s Chapel, New Berne. Rev. N. E. Price. Sunday-
school Teachers, 10. Scholars, 118, Baptisms, 10, Confirma-
tions, 6. Communicants, 28.

t
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. St. Joseph’s Church and School, Fayetteville, N. C. Rev. A. A.

Benton. Teacher, Miss Cain. Scholars, 30. Sunday-school, 30.
Teachers, 4. Communicants, 48. Offerings, $112.00.

Mission School, Asheville, N, C. Rev. S. V. Berry. Scholars, 131.
Sunday-school, 200. Confirmations, 9. Communicants, 29.
Offerings, $69.65.

St. Augustine’s Chapel, Raleigh, N. C. Rector, Rev. J. E. C.
Smedes. Sunday-school, 80. Baptisms, 9. Confirmations, 12.
Communicants, 48, Offerings, $100.00.

St. Augustine’s School, Raleigh, N. C. Teacher, Miss A. L. Chap-
man. Scholars, 70.

Mission School, Elkin, Surrey County, N. €. Sunday-school
Scholars, 103,

Washington, D. C. Rev. A. Crummell, D.D. Missions, 3. Com-
municants, 107. Parish School, 1. Teacher, Alexander C. Car-

ter. Scholars, 40, Sunday-schools, 8. Teachers, 16. Scholars,
200. Offerings, $427.23.

. St. Stephen’s Parish and Schools. Rector, Rev. Giles B. Cooke.

Assistants, Mrs. G. B. Cooke, Mrs, Caroline W. Bragg, Miss N.

S5 =

Weddell, Miss Eliza Pannill. Scholars, 400, Communicants, 58.
Offerings, $70.88. :

. St. Philip’s Chapel and School, Richmond. Lay Reader, Wm. N.

Gibson. Teachers, J. T. Cooley, Mrs. Cooley. Scholars, 120.
Sunday-school, 120. Teachers, 8. .

McFarland’s Station, Lunenburg Co., Va. Prineipal, Mrs, M. M.
Jennings. Assistant, Wm. N. Jennings. Scholars, 60. Sun-
day-school, 80. 1

Mission School, Clover, Halifax Co., Va. Rev. J. T. Clark. Assis-
tants, Mrs. Mary E. Miles, James P. De Viney. Scholars, 172.

Mission of Christ Church, Alexandria. Meade Chapel. Lay
Reader, Mr. Henry Parker. Day-school Teachers, John Pol-
lard, W. T. Simmons. Scholars, 99. Sunday-school Teachers, 7.
Scholars, 90.

St. Stephen’s Parish, Savannah, Ga. Rector, Rev. W. H, Morris.
Communicants, 181. Sunday-school, 91. Teachers, 13. Offer-
ings, $1,326.01.

St. Augustine’s Mission and School. Rev. J. R. Love, Missionary.
Communicants, 54. Day-school Teachers, Miss E. E. Adling-
ton, Miss F. F. Lowe. Scholars, 75. Sunday-school Teachers,
6. Scholars, 90. Offerings, $236.28,
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92, Canfield School, Memphis, Tenn. Principal, Rev. J. B. MeConnell.
Scholars, 100. Sunday-school, 40.

23, Rev. G. H. Jackson, Missionary, Memphis.

24, Church of Our Merciful Saviour, Louisville, Ky. Rev. J. T. Helm,
Missionary.  Communicants, 50. Confirmations, 20. Bap
tisms, 78. Parish School Teachers, 2. Scholars, 70. Sunday
school Teachers, 8. Scholars, 90. Sustained by a Presbyter
of the Diocese. :

25. Hoffman School, Frankfort, Kentucky. Teacher, 1. Scholars, 41.
26. Church of the Good Samaritan, St. Louis, Missouri. Rev. Jas. E.
Thompson. Sunday-school, 55. Day-school Scholars, 55.

27. Fernandina, Fla. Rev. O. P. Thackara. Lay Reader, 1.

28. Jacksonville, Fla. Under charge of Rev. R. H. Weller.

29. Mobile, Good Shepherd, Ala. Rev. J. A. Massey, D.D.

30. 8t. Thomas’® Mission, New Orleans, Lay Reader, Sam’l M. Wig-
gins. Communicants, 20.

31. Fort Concho, Texas, Rev. N. Badger. Scholars, 40, Sunday-
school, 50. §

32. Pittsburgh, Pa. St. Cyprian’s Mission. Rev. W. F. Floyd. Sun-
day-school, 26.

33, St. Augustine’s Mission and School, Nebraska City. Rev. W. ¥
H. Wilson. Communicants, 16. Sunday-school Teachers, 4.
Scholars, 75.

34. Dry Grove, Mississippi. Rev. W. K. Douglas. Sunday-schools, 3.
Scholars, 300. Industrial Schools, 2. Congregations, 2.
Schools and Missions, 84; exclusive of Night schools and schools open

only a portion of the year. Teachers, 57. Scholars, 3,100.

We give the following selections from the Reports which have been
furnished by our Missionaries and Teachers:

ST. AUGUSTINE'S NORMAL SCHOOL AND COLLEGIATE INSTiTUTE,
RALEIGH, N. C.
Rev. Joux E. C. Suepes, Principal.
Assistants : Rev. J. C. Cooper, Annie Haywood, Jane Thomas.

In the nine months’ session of St. Augustine’s Normal School and
Collegiate Institute, Raleigh, N. C., begun in October, 1875, and ended in
June, 1876, we registered seventeen male and thirteen female boarding-
scholars.  Our enrollment of day scholars, numbering one hundred, and
nearly equally divided between the sexes, brings up our total registry for
the session to one hundred and thirty scholars. ;
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The, three assistant teachers, trained in the school, and still under
tuition, who were with us the previous session, were retained, and, as far
as it could be done, were promoted to the charge of more advanced
classes. They fulfilled their duties faithfully and efficiently, and with very
slight interruption from sickness or other hindrance.

During the past two sessions, the duty of matron and housekeeper
has been discharged, not as before, by one of the assistant teachers, but
by an official who has no other functions, and who fills her post in many
respects to the satisfaction of the Principal.

During the term, considerable repairs were made on the school build-
ings, and a fence, enclosing some ten or twelve acres of the school land
for a vegetable garden for the school, was put up by order of our Execu-
#ive Committee. An effort has been made, with a fair measure of success,
‘to cultivate this enclosure the present season, the labor of the scholars
‘being used, for the purpose, as far as possible.

Mry. George A. C. Cooper, one of our assistant teachers, who has, for
three years, pursued his studies in this school, was ordained to the Diac-
onate on Whitsunday last, the 4th of June. The Ordination Services,
held in St. Augustine’s Chapel, in this city, were very interesting.
Bishop Lyman, who officiated at the request of the Bishop of the Diocese,
delivered, with his customary force and earnestness, an appropriate dis-
course to a congregation of Colored people which filled the Church. The
Rev. J. A. Oertel, of this Diocese, was present and took part in the Ser-
vices, The Candidate was presented by the Principal of St. Augustine’s
Normal School, who has pastoral charge of the Colored congregation of
Raleigh, worshipping in this Chapel. It is a plain wooden structure, but
it has the distinction, dear and honorable in the eyes of some of its wor-
shippers, of having been the scene, within little more than two years, of
the ordination of two Colored men, ene an Afric-American, from the
Northern States, the other an Afric-Anglican, from the West Indies; the
latter, Mr. Cooper, retains his connection with our school, purposing,
D.V., to continne with us until he is ready for Priest’s Orders.

Three weeks before this Ordination, on the Fourth Sunday after Easter,
the 14th of May, Bishop Lyman administered Confirmation in the same
ehapel, the Principal of St. Augustine’s Normal School presenting the
Candidates—twelve in number, and among them some of his scholars, of
whom thirty-two have been added by this Apostolic rite to the Commu-
nion of the Church, since June, 1873. The Rev. J. A. Oertel and the
Rev. Bennett Smedes assisted at this Service. The congregation was
larger than the Church could accommodate with sittings ; and Bishop
Lyman, in his sermon and address, powerfully stirred the hearts of his
hearers.

One other Service held in this chapel since my last report should be
noticed. The Right Rev. J. T. Holly, D.D., Bishop of Haiti, officiated
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here on the Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity, the 3d day of October. In
the morning he preached an able sermon ez fempore, and at night read
his interesting lecture on the planting of the Church in Haiti. At the
night Service, among his hearers in the Chancel were Bishop Lyman,
the Rev. A, Smedes, D.D., and the Rev. M. M. Marshall, D.D. The
offerings of the congregation on this oceasion were devoted to the work
of the Church in Haiti. Bishop Holly eame to Raleigh for the pur-
pose of placing his two sons and another Haitian youth in St. Augus-
tine’s Normal School. We were thankful for his visit ; his words of wis-
dor ought to come with peculiar force to men of his own race ; and the
honor with which the Church has invested him, though an unworldly
one, reflects upon his people a lustre which they are not slow to recognize.

Our school, we trust, is doing a good and growing work, as one of
the Church’s handmaids, in training for her altars a priesthood who, as
their ¢ kinsmen according to the flesh,” may most acceptably minister the
Gospel to our home-born Africans in the South. Besides four Candidates
for Orders (one belonging to this Diocese, two to Tennessee, and one to
our Foreign Missionary Jurisdiction in Liberia, West Afriea), we had
with us, during the whole of the past session, two postulants (one of this
Diocese and one of Haiti), and four others desiring, and nearly ready, to
be admitted as postulants. These ten, with one exception, will all be
with us the next session, beginning October 2d ; and, in addition to them,
we have promised to receive four others, whose applications have come
0 us from as many different Dioceses, to be trained for Holy Orders.

Most of our students of this class have remained at the school during
the present vacation, pursuing their studies under the superintendence of
the Prineipal, and receiving their board, as during the session, from the
treasury of the school, which could not have helped them in this way, but
for the valuable aid which the Commission has extended to us. During
the previous vacation, also, a similar arrangement was made for their
henefit, the cost of their board at that time, however, being defrayed, not
by the school, but by a gift of two hundred dollars obtained by Bishop
Lyman from the executors of the Avery Estate, at Pittsburgh, Pa.

Our examinations this year occupied more time and were more
formally conducted than at the close of previous terms. Among the
School Trustees and other visitors who attended them, and encouraged
us with words of favor and approval, were our venerable and beloved
Diocesan, Bishop Atkinson, and the Hon. Kemp P. Battle, President of
ithe Um\'erblty of North Carolina.

Respectfully submitting the above report, and tendering to the
Executive Committee of the Commission, on behalf of the Trustees,
Teaehers and Pupils of the School, an expression of our hearty thanks for
their liberal aid for the session of 1875-6.

>, S.—In answer to your question relative to the names of those of our
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former pupils who have been or are now engagea in teaching, I can only
say that the earlier catalogues of our students are not in my possession.
The following list, while correct as far as it goes, is necessarily imper-
fect. Females : Hermina Alston, Alice Dowd, Julia Gray, Olivia Grant,
Harriet Hughes, Annie Haywood, Matilda Smith, Mary Smith, Laura
Smith, Jane Thomas, Sarah White, Lucy Williams, Mary Whitted, Julia
Wethington, Cynthia Winsted, Virginia Stator, Naney Stator, Harriet
Crenshaw, Adianna Killian, Amne M. Killian, Elizabeth Thomp-
son, M. E. Pettipher, Mary F. Holmes, Rhoda Mitchell, Mary
Gray, Alice Davis, Gracie McLain, Lizzie Gibson, Eleonora Thomas,
Luthera Gray, Laura Webb—31.

Males : Cicero Bustin, Geo. W. Bridgford, Redmond Albretton, John
W. Burgess, Daniel Foreman, Louis Johnson, Robert W. Perry, Rev. P.
T. Rogers, James Gatlin, Frank Debnam, Robert Gray, Sandy Locke,
Theo. Blackman, Isaac Patrick, Isaiah Hayes, Aaron Bridges, Leonard
Bell, Jerry Campor, Robert Flagg, Iram Hill, Norfleet Jeffreys, David
Outlaw, Tazewell Outlaw, Stephen Powers, Turner R. Speller, Geo. A.
C. Cooper, Jason Powell, Warren Boddie, Albert Battle, Cain Barnes,
J. Bell, P. C. Williams, G. S, Mabry, W. W. Cheshire, Aaron Brown,
Samuel Cannon, Henry Islay, Joseph Hall, James Middleton, Cornelius
‘Waddell, Henry Leith, Calvin Matthews, Amos McCullough, Isaac Smith,
D. F. Hayes—45. Total, 76.

ST. MARY'S CHURCH, WASHINGTON, D. C.
Rev. ALex. CroMMELL, D.D.

The Missionary at St. Mary’s, Washington, D. C., begs to reportthat,
to all outward seeming, his work appears prosperous and progressive.
Hea trusts that it is based in true spiritual reality. Services during the
year, since his last report, have been held without interruption on all
Sundays, on the greater Festivals, and on Wednesdays; and the attend-
ance on Sundays has filled the chapel to its utmost capacity, and fre-
quently erowded it. The collections during the current year, have exceeded
those of 1875 by over 8100 ; and besides this, the congregation are giving
extra sums towards building our new church, which is to be called
St. Lvlee’s.

The Sunday-schools at St. Mary’s and St. Peter’s chapels, are contin-
ued with their usnal success and numbers. Within the last six months
we have begun a new effort in Mission and Sunday-sehool work, in South
Washington, in the section known as the “Island.” The school com-
menced on its first Sunday with forty-five children; but now/has an at-
tendance of from eighty to ninety. The place now occupied is most illy
fitted for the purpose. With a proper hall we could easily gather to-
gether from one to two hundred children, and commence regular Sunday
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Services with a large congregation. The people—many of them Church
people by training—are constantly asking for Sunday Services.

In the early part of July, ground was broken, and the foundations
laid of our new church—sSz. Zuke’s. The walls have been built up seven
(7) feet from the ground, and more than half of the stone work has alread Y
been completed. = And here our endeavors are arrested from the lack of
funds! We appeal most earnestly to Church people in all sections, to
aid us in building this Church. For, if there is any work in our Church
which is truly National, which rests equally and alike in its burdens and
responsibilities upon Churchmen in all quarters, it is Chureh work in
Washington for the Colored people. For this population (43,000) comes
from every State and Territory; and the ecity, being small in numbers
and resources, can’t well meet all the demands made upon it.

Baptisms, Adults, 3; Infants, 17=20. Burials, 9. Church Services,
200.  Sermons, 200. Holy Communions, 23. 'Communicants, 107.
Confirmations, 2 (one 15 and one 6=21). Marriages, 6. Parish School
Teacher, 1; Scholars,40. Sunday-schools, 3; Teachers, 16; Scholars, 200.
Church Contributions, $407.03. Communion Alms, $20.50. Contri-
butions from Washington Churches, for salary of Missionary, $353.00.
Contribution from Washington for new Church, part in matericd, but
chiefly in cash, about $700.00.

ST. STEPHEN'S PARISH AND SCHOOL, PETERSBURG. VA.

REev. GiLes B. CoOKE.

During the session beginning Oectober 1, 1875, and ending June 30,
1876, I have had under instruction as many as 400 scholars, with an
enrollment of 300 regular scholars. Number of paid teachers employed
besides myself, four. Names of teachers: Giles B. Cooke, Mrs. G. B.
Cooke, Miss Nettie Weddell, Miss Eliza Pannill and Mrs. C. W. Bragg,
The school was divided into five departments, viz.: First or Normal,
Second, Third, Fourth and Fifth. ® The final examination showed that the
children had progressed. in their studies, especially so in the Normal
Department, as a class of eight would go out as teachers, four of whom
are now teaching. If all the First Class secure places as teachers next
Fall, T will have then turned out from my Normal Department thirty-seven
teachers in five years; besides the unlooked for prosperity of the school
in numbers. I have been enabled since last report to form another
Sunday-school ; this was done by requiring the children to attend either
the Morning or Afternoon Sunday-school if they desired the privilege of
attending the Day-school during the week. When T announced my
intention of opening a Morning School, certain failure was predieted
on account of apparent insuperable difficulties, and because such a step
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had never been attempted before. In spite of all these prophecies and
difficulties, T opened a Morning Sunday-school, on the Sixth Sunday
after Trinity, July 4, 1875, with an attendance of thirteen scholars, and
by the Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 26, 1876, the school had jincreased
gradually to 127, the highest number actually present during the
session. The highest number actually attending the Afternoon Sunday-
school during the session, was 168, making the attendance at both
schools about 300. Of the nine who have been confirmed in St. Stephen’s
gince last report, three were members of the School, and one was an old
scholar. Thus far, the Normal School has added, by Confirmation, eight-
een to the Church ; since last report, have baptized eleven, either mem-
bers of, or connected with the School. At the end of the first session,
the examinations were held during the day for two weeks, and at night
for a week before the session closed ; the children assembled in the lecture
room and Church, and rehearsed before their parents and others, such suit-
able pieces as had been selected for them. Usually there has been only one
exhibition, but the school was so large this session that four nights were
appropriated to this pleasing and, I trust, profitable exercise. The last
night, Thursday, we had with us Rev. Drs. C. J. Gibson, H. W. Weddell
and Kinloch Nelson. On Friday, the annual pic-nic was given at a cool
and beautiful place, within walking distance of the Church. From early
morning till nearly sunset, the children, with many of their parents,
enjoyed themselves at this delightful place, eating ice cream and cakes,
drinking lemonade, and listening to a band of musie. This is the third an-
nual picnic that we have had, and the children always look forward to it
with a great deal of pleasure. The Christmas tree is also an occasion of
great moment with them. The annual pienic and Christmas tree,
properly managed, will, I think, always prove beneficial to the scholars.
Within the past session I have had several applications from young men
who desired to study for the sacred ministry, but was compelled to de-
. cline taking them in the school, as it has not yet risen to the dignity of a
training school for ministers. I would respectfully suggest that another
department be added. and a competent professor be employed, for the
benefit of the Colored young men in Virginia, who are anxious to enter
our ministry. The work ought to be increased and put upon a surer
foundation, for we have bitter enemies among the Colored Baptists,
who are doing all they can to pull it down.

I am convinced more and more by my experience in working amongst
the Colored people, that their only salvation is in being properly edu-
cated. Should the Church neglect her duty as to this vital matter, I
see nothing in store for this class of our people, save degradation and
misery. I eannot close without commending in unmeasured terms, those
of our Colored population, who, in the face of social ostracism and unre-
lenting perseention, from their own race, have had the good sense and '
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courage to become members of the Episcopal Church. If they hold out
faithful unto the end, they will have much to afHlict them in this world,
but thanks be to Gopn! they will surely obtain a blessed reward in the
world to come.

HIGH SCHOOL, CHARLESTON, 8. C.
Mes. E. R. AxcruM, Acting Principal.
Assistants : Misses E. L. Johnstone, Charlotte Dawson, and L. W. Peronneau.

Yesterday ended our ninth scholastic year. The time has passed so
rapidly Iscarce realize that our summer holiday has begun. Throughout
this term everything has been pleasant and satisfactory, and we have
worked with more energy, feeling and knowing the deep interest that
our friends have manifested in our Missionary labors. The generous and
noble charity of “The Woman’s Auxiliary of Pennsylvania” has been
unlimited. May Gop reward them tenfold.

The examination passed off’ remarkably well, the majority in each
class acquitting themselves with credit, particularly in geography.

The total number of pupils enrolled is 248 (boys, 129, girls, 119).
Average attendance during the year, 175; we closed with 161. Many
were absent on account of sickness. The children were quite orderly
and much delighted with' the “books of reward” I purchased with the
money so kindly appropriated. Our good friend, the Rev. J. V. Welch,
was with us, and has been regular in his attendance every Friday during
the term, with the exception of four, when he was absent, I think, on
Church business.

The receipts from the pupils this year amount to $273.80, and the
rent from the people who take care of the premises, $176.50; making in
all, $450.30. A portion of this was expended in repairing the roof of
our school building, the gates, ete., paying two months’ salaries of four
teachers, and purchasing fuel, stationery, etc. I now have on hand
£148.65.

CHARLESTON, 8. C.
Rev. J. V. WELcH.

Sinee my last report I have baptized 48 Colored children and 4 adults.
Burials, 15 Colored. Marriages, 14. Number of Services on Suudays,
141; other days, 151; whole number, 292. Number of Communions,
in public and private, 22. Communicants, 95.

The Franklin Street School I visit on all Fridays, to catechize and
exhort the children, and I am glad to say, that the children give great
attention. T trust through these instruments, many will be brought to
Christ; and we, through the blessed Saviour, will unite with those little
ones and the countless multitudes in Heaven, to praise Gon for his love
and salvation.
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ST. LUKE'S CHURCH, COLUMBIA, S. C.
Rev. B. B. Bauerr, Rector,

Three years ago I was approached by several of the leading Colored
men in this city, and asked if I would hold Service and preach to them
if some house or hall could be found. Two Sundays before Easter of
that year, we held the Service in a Masonic Hall. It was capable of seat-
ing forty or fifty persons. We continued to hold Service there till four-
teen or fifteen months ago, when we moved to a larger building, the hall
being too small for the congregation. When I came to Columbia (now
nearly five years) I was appointed by Bishop Davis, Missionary resident
in this eity. Upon the organization of the movement which began in St.
Luke’s Parish, the present Bishop renewed the appointment. I have acted
in all my work wholly within the Canons of the Church, and with the
advice of the Bishop. The Parish is incorporated under the general stat-
utes of the State, but has not had a very animated existence in its cor-
porate capacity. The Bishop has visited the Parish thrice and has éon-
firmed in all thirteen persons. There are now thirty communicants. The
leading and most characteristic feature of the Parish has been its Sunday-
school, composed of about seventy-five children, instructed by several
teachers. I have also a Postulant for Orders, Mr. Thaddeus Saltus, a
young man who is at present in the University of South Carolina, and one
of the beneficiaries of the State ; a most promising young man and a
good scholar. He has the entire charge of the Sunday-school and much
of the parochial work. The people are of the better class of Colored
people, but are not possessed of much money ; at present they are suf-
fering severely from the financial difficulties of the State and can give
but little. I am striving to lay a good foundation for Church work
among these people in Columbia, and pray Gobp to bless the efforts we are
making towards building up His Kingdom in this city and in the hearts of
men.  Offerings (every Sunday), $125.22; Sunday-school offerings, $37.37;
Ladies’ Society, $25.00; Organ and Chancel furniture, $200.00; pre-
sented to Rector, $54.00. Total, $441.59. The immediate and most
pressing need of the Parish is a church building. Had we a place of wor-
ship we could call our own, our further growth and prosperity would
be secure.  With $1,500 in hand this could be effected.

ST. MARK'S CHURCH, WILMINGTON, N. C.
Rev. C. O. Brapy.

I am happy to be enabled to report progress in the work in which, by
the providence of Gop, I am permitted to be engaged. There has been
a steady increase in the number of communicants. We report for the
Ecclesiastical Year, ending March 31, 1876, one hundred and fifty-one
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communicants, with an average attendance of about one hundred; while
some have moved temporarily to other localities, others are detained by
various causes. There have been added by first communion during the
year ending as above, seventeen; baptisms, 46. From April 1, to July
20, 1876, added by first communion, 18; baptisms, adult and infant, 27.
The loss by death and removal is small. The Services are, on all Sun-
days of the year, as follows: Morning Prayer at 11 a.r ; Sunday-
school Service at St. Barnabas School-house, 3 r.ar.; Confirmation class
at St. Mark’s Church at 5 r.a.; Evening Prayer at 8 .. On Holy
days, Morning Prayer at 94 A.x.; Evening Prayer at 5 par.  Also, dur-
ing the Lenten Season, daily Morning and Evening Prayer at the hours
of 74 aar, and 5 p.w. The Parish school is visited by your Missionary
every morning, and its exercises opened with the reading of the Holy
Seriptures and Prayer; on Fridays, the children are instructed in the
Catechism and singing. The average attendance at the Church Services
is quite large; at the Sunday-school, 120; at the Week-day or Parish
school, 120, Thus the Services are regularly conducted every week dur-
ing ten months of the year, and it is gratifying to observe a marked
progress in the Parish, especially among the children; the latter are better
dressed —I mean more neat and cleanly—better behaved, and more correct
in deportment generally; while the congregation of St. Mark’s will com-
pare favorably with any in the county as regards respectability. The
Parish also is gradually exerting an influence on the community of
Colored people generally, especially among those who are becoming
educated—the rising generation.

I must pause here to say a word in commendation of the excellent
management of the present principal of St. Barnabas school, Mrs. Fannie
Jackson, together with her assistant, Miss Alice M. Brady, and of the
untiring efforts on their part to assist me in furthering the great work,
.and their care of the morals, as well as the scholastic training in Arith-
metic and Grammar, ete., of the parochial pupils, also in the recitation of
Psalms from the Psalter, and singing, by which we trust there is being
laid a firm Church foundation, among the growing population of St.
Mark’s Parish, upen which, after we have finished our work here, others
may build a superstructure of immortal souls, precious in the sight of
IIim who hath redeemed us unto eternal life in Himself, even ¢ Jesus
Christ ” who is “ the beginning and the ending,” “the first and the last,”
the “all and in all,” and to him be all the glory.

Since my last annual report, the congregation of St. Mark’s have
shown great energy in their endeavors to complete the wood finish, and
coloring, oiling, etc., of the interior of their church. By their efforts
they have succeeded in oiling a portion of the woodwork and in kalso-
mining the walls a pale blue, which produces quite a cheerful and appro-
priate effect.
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The year past has been one of extreme hardness, and the people have
found it difficult in many instances to get along, their efforts having been
areatly crippled, yet we have got through the year comparatively free
from debt. We hope to begin our work this Fall with renewed vigor,
and to press it on towards the great end, 4.¢., the ingathering of the many
precious redeemed souls among the Anglo-African race in America,

Thus the work moves on. More could be done, if we had means at
our disposal ; but we are thankful to say, that thus much has already
been accomplished, and we hope our efforts to sow, may be acceptable to
Him Who giveth  the increase,” and Who calleth “All men everywhere
to repent.”

St. Mark’s Parish, as you know, is in union with the Diocesan Conven-
tion, and is yearly represented by the Minister in charge and delegates.
And I am extremely gratified to bear testimony of the hearty and cordial
reception of the delegates who represent Colored Parishes by the Bishops
of the Diocese as well as by the Clerical and Lay delegates. All goes on
in harmony and in Christian sympathy with the weaker brethren, and it
is quite apparent that we are growing more and more in favor each year
of our existence with the community, and especially among Churchmen
and the Clergy. It isneedless to add, that our position is a peculiar one,
. and needs great caution and prudence on our part, in these the infant days
of the Church among the Anglo-Africans of the South. I feel that weare
but laying the foundation of a great work—a mere preface—that is to
extend not only all over the South, but from this “vine” will extend
living branches which shall reach to the islands of the sea and throughout
our Fatherland— Africa.”

8T. AUGUSTINE'S 8CHOOL, NEW BERNE, N. C.
Miss 8. G. SWETLAND.

The session now closed has been marked by no new features, so far
as school life is concerned. In proportion to the number of scholars in
attendance, we have had a greater share of old pupils than in former
years, and this circumstance has given an appearance of more decided
progress than heretofore; yet, I do not so consider it myself, though a
somewhat higher level has been attained by having had a more advanced
point for the beginning.

The school has been large; the yearly roll numbers two hundred
names; during the winter months there were a hundred and fifty-five
pupils on the list, giving an average daily attendance of one hundred and
eighteen. Two teachers could not give the requisite attention to so
many, did we attempt a variety of studies. I have classes in arithmetic,
geography and grammar, in each of which the pupils advance satisfac-
torily. Could I have another assistant I would be glad to introduce dif-
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ferent branches of study, but the thing is impossible without more aid.
We have the regular Morning Service, conducted by the Rev. Mr. Price,
and there is a readiness and heartiness in the responses seldom found in
any body of adults; on Fridays wehave special Bible teaching and Cate-
chism—this supplements the instruction of the Sunday-school, which ave-
rages 118 scholars, The moral tone of the children has decidedly im-
proved within the past two years; so marked is the change that even
indifferent observers cannot fail to notice it. There is every encourage-
ment that ought possibly to be expected in:a work of this charucter: Of
course, wonders are not accomplished, except in books. Casual lookers-
on may be disappointed in the seemingly small results en masse, but this
is not the total amount ; the seed scattered abroad is springing up in the
by-ways, and the fruit will not be garnered by our hands. Every now
and then I am ecalled upon by a former scholar who has made his home
in some distant county, and my heart is gladdened by the account of a
life struggling upward in the moral scale whilst diligently earning an
humble and honest subsistence. I am aware that organized churches can-
not be formed from such scattered elements, but the spirit is often there,
and also the requisite knowledge to avail, if circumstances should ever
bring the individnals in contact with the Church and its ordinances.
How earnestly I desire the coming of the time when there shall be an
oducated Colored Ministry for this people, yet we cannot make haste in
this matter, but in the mean time, may Gop bless the efforts that are
being made toward the much to be desired end.

ASHEVILLE, N. C., MISSION CHAPEL.
Rev. 3. V. BERRY.

I am glad to inform you that T am now comfortably domiciled in the
new Mission House. Our Missionary work here is progressing at a mod- ©
erate rate. The number of scholars at present attached to our Mission
School is, boys, 82, girls, 69; making an aggregate of 131. The whole
number registered since I took charge of the school, November, 1872, has
been, boys, 116, girls, 1203 making a total of 236. Of this number six
have become teachers, after having passed the required examination, and
received their certificates from the proper authorities. The names are as
follows: Thomas Brown, George Ratliff, John Whitesides, George Har-
rison, Richard Johnson, Hattie Estes. In this way the beneficial in-
fluences of our Mission are gradually eddying out in circles of usefulness,
Our annual examination took place March 3. Several gentlemen and
ladies were present on the oceasion, and all expressed themselves highly
gratified with the manner in which the children aquitted themselves, in
their several exercises. The examiners were: Rev. D. II Buel, principal
of the “Ravenseroft Theological Training School,” Asheville; Captain
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Patton, F. Randall, Esq., and others. Gen, Martin and family were
present. The organ which was sent to us some time ago is doing good
service; a few of our scholars have been taught to play upon it, and it is
“now regularly used at our Church Services.

Our Easter Day Services were particularly interesting, rendered so
chiefly by the special efforts manifested by the children to awaken in-
terest, not only by their singing, their chanting, and their hearty responses,
but also in their floral decorations. I had previously made a request that
all the children who had been baptized by the Rev. Dr. Buxton or myself,
since the commencement of our efforts in the Chapel, should show their
presence in the Chapel on Haster morning. We have together baptized
30 children since 1872. But the number of children present on Haster
morn, bearing their floral tokens, was far beyond that. The collection
for Missions taken up on that day amounted to about eight dollars. We
have an excellent Sunday-school, one which I fancy is entitled to rank
among the best of the kind in the Diocese. It is under the special
direction of Gen. Martin. We received, last month, a box of new ready-
made clothing for the girls of our Mission School, from the Missionary
Society of Holy Trinity Church, West Chester, Pa.

I think that I have not yet informed you that the members of our
Freedmen’s Chapel presented me on Christmas last with a purse of money
containing forty-five dollars, for the purpose of purchasing furniture for
my new dormitory.

Communicants connected with the Chapel, 29. Confirmations, 9.

Offerings, $69.65.

ST. JOSEPH'S CHURCH, FAYETTEVILLE, N. C.
" Rev. A. A. BENTON.

I have been ministering to St. Joseph’s Colored congregation for
nine months past, with searcely a single interruption. The Services have
been very well attended by attentive congregations, which at times have
filled our Chapel to overflowing. But the general depression has affected
them as every one else, quite seriously. Besides the regular Sunday
Service, they have organized a Guild, which is well kept up. The Sunday-
school is very thoroughly organized and managed by the Superinten-
dent, Mr. Juo. Leary  The singing of the Sunday scholars is remarkably
sweet ; I think that I have rarely heard more touching singing than they
gave us at the Christmas gathering. There has been, also, during Lent,
regular Wednesday night Lectures, and proper Lectures for the class
preparing for Confirmation. For this class, three adults were baptized,
and the number presented for Confirmation was nine.

. The school in connection with the Parish has been under the manage-
ment of one of the former pupils of the Rev. Mr. Rogers, who had while

Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society



17

in charge, quite a large and flourishing school. The attendance during
the past six months has varied considerably, beginning with only ten or
twelve and mounting up to nearly thirty, with an average attendance of
twenty-one. Miss Rebecea Cain has done very well with the material
which was gathered in part from the streets.

With many drawbacks, which have not permitted us to extend our
work as broadly as we desired, yet we have a great deal to be thankful
for, and by no means feel that we have not gained ground. In fact, the
School and the Guild have done and will do very much more in banding
our congregation together, and making them feel that they are in one
brotherhood. >

Baptisms, Infants, 165 Adult, 3. Confirmations, 9. Number of Com-
municants, 48. Offerings, $112.00.

ST. STEPHEN'S CHURCH, SAVANNAH, GA.
Rev. Wa. H. Mornis.

It gives me pleasure to forward this, my first report respecting St.
Stephen’s, The difficulties that almost invariably accompany a new con-
gregation, in the way of harmonizing incongruous elements, accustoming:
them to the ways of the Church, and of collecting funds for the erection:
of a house of worship, have not been mine—this having been well begun
by the late Bishop Elliott and his fellow-helpers, and continued by Bishop
Beckwith and others. My work, therefore, has not been initiatory, but
chiefly to build upon foundations laid by others, deep and broad, twenty
years ago,

Our Services generally are well attended, and the people are pro-
foundly ignorant of the arts of whispering the responses and sitting irrev-
erently when they “come before His Presence with a song.”

This congregation, by its reverence in worship, its quiet and unas-
sumed dignity, and its exclusion of the “dead fly from the apothecary’s
ointment "—political clamor—protests against the too common excesses
of many religionists.

But Iam unable to dispossess myself of the belief that a Parish School,
entirely under Episcopal influence and control, is the “one thing needful **
for the “increase of the body” among Colored people. There are two-
large public and several private schools in this city for the education of’
our children, but mental development is the principal aim and object. It
is true, numbers of the pupils attend religious services of some sort o
Sunday ; but our Church’s great educator, the Prayer Book, is unused
and, probably, anthought of. If the children of my Parish composed a
day-school, and were caused every morning to “meet together to render
thanks for the great benefits they have received at His Hands, and to ask
those things which are necessary as well for the body as the soul,” there
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would be a healthful blending of spiritual and mental growth; and,
“rooted and grounded ” in the Faith, they would finish their course in
the Protestant Episcopal Church.

‘Within our parochial bounds the work has prospered, but schools
such as those at St. Mary’s, Baltimore, in Charleston, S. C., and in North
Carolina, are, in my judgment, indispensable to the enlargement of our
Church among the descendants of Africa all over the South.

Number of families comprising St. Stephen’s Parish, 53. Baptisms,
Infants, 5; Adults, 7. Confirmations, 13. Communicants (added by
first Communion, i3) 131. Sunday-school Teachers, 13; Scholars, 75.
Offerings: Communion Alms, $30.77 ; Missions (Diocesan), $9.99 ; Epis-
copal Fund, $3.40; Special, $1.00; Home Missions to Colored People,
$12.50 ; Parochial purposes, 81,268.35. Total, $1,326.01.

ST. PHILIP'S CHURCH, RICHMOND, VA.
War. N. Gipsox, Lay Reader.
Teachers : Mr. J. T. Cooley, Mrs. Cooley.

It is with gratitude as well as pleasure, that I present the following
report for the scholastic year ending June 30th, 1876; expressing our
grateful acknowledgments for the many blessings we have received at
the hand of Providence, and the progress of our work this session.

We begun our work in September last and at the close of the month
there were fifty-three pupils in school—twenty-nine girls, twenty-four
boys. The number enrolled this year is one hundred and twenty ; aver-
age attendance, eighty-five.

June 29th and 30th the scholars were examined by Rev. P. Powers,
Dr. J. Peterkin, and Mr. Me Rae ; who after two days’ examination ex-
pressed themselves highly pleased with the progress that the scholars
had made in their studies.

To secular is added religious instruction, including a knowledge of
our Church Catechism and Service.

The Sunday-schools are in a healthy condition. The Morning Sunday-
school averages an attendance of twenty; and the Evening Sunday-
school an attendance of one hundred scholars.

To the Chureh, one has been added by Baptism. This branch of our
work has not been so prosperous as we desire, nevertheless I have faith
in Gob.

I attended the examination of J. T. Cooley’s school the last of June,
and thought the scholars had been well drilled, particularly in spelling
and reading, the most important branches to them.

Pixe PowErs.
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ST. THOMAS' MISSION, NEW ORLEANS, L—A.
8. M. Wicerss, Lay Reader in (harge.

In rendering yout an account of the work performed during the past
eighteen months, it will be proper for me to remind you that most of the
work has been strictly of a Missionary character,

* This Diocese is suffering very much for want of a supply of Clergy.
Many country Parishes are vacant and Mission fields unworked in all parts
of the State. Others, once flourishing, furnish but a meagre support for
their Ministers. This has been attributed to the general depression
in values, and the disturbed condition of the country. You are doubt-
less aware that the Colored congregation in this city was first started
under the care of the Rev. Mr. McKinney, a Deacon who ministered to
them very successfully for several months. After his departure the
Parish was left vacant, but the pulpit was filled by the Clergy of New
Orleans, notably, by the Rev. Mr. Burford, Rector of Calvary Church,
who gave all of his time, not otherwise occupied by his Parish duties, to
their service, visiting among their families and baptizing their children.
Also by the Rev.'Dr. James Saul, of the Diocese of Pennsylvania. The
Bishop of the Diocese also gave his aid and counsel, and subscribed
liberally from his limited means in furtherance of the enterprise. In
addition he recommended this work to the Clergy and Laity of the Dio-
cese, empowering the Rev. Mr. McKinney to solicit for subseriptions, in
which I learn he succeeded to the amount of twenty-three hundred
dollars in pledges, nearly seven hundred of which has been collected and
safely deposited. Owing to the want of money and the impossibility of
procuring a suitable place of worship, the progress of the Church has
been slow. This to a certain extent was obviated by a tender, on the
part of the Congregational Missionary Society of New York, of a small
but neat chapel in the rear of their church building in this city for Even-
ing Services, free of charge. This Service was kept up with inereasing
congregations for about one year, when, there being a prospect of selling
the property, it was found necessary that the premises should be vacated,
and the poor Colored people again found themselves without a, place of
worship.

In regard to the attendance, I will say that in numbers it is very
encouraging, averaging about eighty persons, about one-fourth of whom
are communicants, and the balance will be as soon as they can be prop-
erly instructed. Had it been possible to have had a Morning Service and
Sunday-school, T have no doubt but the number would have been
trebled, nay, quadrupled. No better evidence could be desired than is
furnished by this struggling band of colored people, of the adaptiveness of
the Services of the Church to their spiritual wants. Their responses are
heard like the sound of many waters. The music as rendered by them
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15 chaste and in perfect harmony, and the behavior of the people reverent
and devotional.

Our Church has a great mission to fulfill in this State, but one which
it will be impossible to accomplish, unless we can have the sympathy
and support of our brethren elsewhere. There is no Mission field on
earth which presents more urgent claims upon Christians and philan-
thropists. In four weeks hence, Gop willing, the Services will be ‘re-
sumed. We have no building yet. Not even one in view, but doubtless
He will provide. A valuable property, consisting of a wooden church
holding about three hundred persons, a chapel attached, suitable for a
Sunday-school, has been offered at seven thousand dollars, being in a
central locality. The money subscribed would not be lost to the Church,
even in the event of a failure, which no one here anticipates, and it
would have the advantage, in the event of returning prosperity, of being
sold for three times the amount, which would build them any kind of a
church they would wish, to accommodate their doubtless increasing
numbers.

CHURCH OF OUR MERCIFUL SAVIOUR, LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY.
Rev. J. T. HELM, officiuting.

This Churzh, though still in its infancy, is blessed with a steady and
healthy increase. During the year past the baptisms have been 14 adults
and 64 children; total, 78. Twenty have been confirmed, and in spite of
deaths and removals, there are now about 50 communicants. There is a
large and flourishing Sunday-school, and the children conduet the musical
part of the Service with much spirit and propriety.

The back-bone of the whole Mission is a day-school, which is continued
without interruption during the whole year.

Although we have to compete with the several free schools of the city,
and we receive no scholars except on condition of their being trained up
in the Church, the day-school is uniformly full and prosperous. No pains
or expense are spared to render this Mission an agency for good; and the
cost to the founder (the Rev. Dr. Norton, of Christ Ch.) is about $2,000
per year.

MISSISSIPPI DRY GROVE.

Rev. W. K. Doucras, D.D.
As the time comes for the annunal reports, I know you will be asking
for a record of the fruits of our labors.  If a list of these is alone looked
for, it must be small indeed. The work here is but yet in its stage of

struggle and toil. Blessed be Gop it does struggle and toil; for it is
surely one of His miracles that the “bruised reed is not broken and the
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smoking flax quenched.” I will not dwell upon our special discourage-
ments, but present a few facts, and then take the liberty of saying some-
thing of our great wants.

‘We still keep up our schools and congregations with monthly Services
at Dry Grove and Terry. These congregations go on with the whole
Service, singing all that is to be sung with the assistance of a few who
can read. The music is hearty and joyous. DMost of them know all the
responsive portions by heart, including the first selection of Psalms, used
instead of the Psalter for the day of the month. On one Sunday I gave
out as rewards in the congregation at Terry, thirty Bibles, to as many
who could repeat the General Confession, in addition to the Lord’s
Prayer, Creed and Commandments, which all are taught. This congre-
gation has also recently made an offering of $6.50 to the Mission in
Japan, under the Rev. Mr. Cooper, whom they gratefully remembered as
officiating for them shortly before he left for his present field. On Sun-
day, April 2d, Bishop Green, during his visit to this neighborhood, officia-
ted for them, baptizing five children and one adult. He speaks of this in
his address to the Couneil, thus: I was highly gratified with the man-
ner in which they sang and performed the Evening Service; and was glad
to adminster baptism to one of the leaders or teachers of the School.”

The first great want is money; if for no other reason, at least for this,
that the work of the Church is now brought into striking contrast with
those in which money is used freely. The official reports of the Metho-
dist Conference, show that $10,000 is annually expended among the
Freedmen of Mississippi. The Baptists, during the past year, have
bought and fitted at the expense of $25,000, a building for a Theological
Seminary, to educate Colored Mmisters. The Congregationalists have
two Normal Schools and Seminaries, one aspiring to the name and
appointments of a University. Next, we need men. All cf the institu-
tions mentioned above are in the hands of men admirably fitted for
their work. . A few years since, I made the acquaintance of one of the
agents of a Missionary Society for work among the Freedmen in this
State. He was receiving the large salary of $2,500 per annum, for his
duties in this State, and his presence from time to time infused new
energy into the humblest local efforts.

Can you give us even a thousand dollars for a modest Church ? Can
you induce some leading Presbyter, brilliant in rhetorie, earnest in labor,
practieal in organization, to leave his admiring flock and go about among
this people ?

Shall we go on forever claiming to be the Church of Gon, while we
are deaf to the cry of Gopo’s children? But it may be urged that the
facts mentioned above show that these are already sufficiently cared for
without the necessity of our exertion. I have never heard that it was
any excuse for the passing by on the other side of the Priest and the
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Levite, that the Good Samaritan was at hand. Does this not the rather
set our negligence in the stronger light ? But the question may be asked,
why do not the Southern Bishops and Clergy themselves, undertake this
work ? T will speak for the Diocese of Mississippi, having been for years
Secretary of the Diocese. I can testify that there is not one of our Clergy
that has not already on his hands more than one man can well accom-
plish. In our poverty we are obliged to multiply the number of our con-
gregations to which we minister. In those cases where zealous Laymen
have undertaken the care of Colored Sunday-schools, it has been a mat-
ter of difficulty, sometimes an impossibility, to procure the books and
other necessaries for carrying on the work.

Suddenly brought into a condition for which no previous experience
had qualified them, no wonder that the Freedmen have fallen victims to
many of the perils of their position. Yet they are our brethren ; their
errors and their weaknesses prove that they share our common humanity.
With all its other burdens, the task of Christianizing this people, is more
than the Southern Church, unaided, can bear. Brethren, come to the
rescue! Ethiopia stretches forth her hand; grasp that outstretched arm
with a hearty strength! Come to the help of the Lorp, to the help of
the Lorp against the mighty!

SOUTHERN PROPERTY.

The property devoted to the uses of the Commission, has been pre-
viously valued at $110.000. On the whole, it annually inereases in value.
To this may be added, the church now in process of erection, in Wash-
ington, and additional values acquired by repairs and improvements.
Each is secured to the Diocese where it is found, and is held in trust by
responsible persons for the objects for which it was originally granted.

CLOTHING AND BUOKS. .

During the year thirty-four boxes and packages of clothing have been
forwarded to the Teachers and Missionaries, and also eight packages of
books and reading matter. A donation of two hundred a'mfl sixty Bibles
and five hundred copies of the New Testament have been granted by the
American Bible Society, and 450 copies of the Prayer Book by the New
York Bible and Prayer Book Society.

‘We hope our friends will continue to remember us, and bear in mind
that clothing of all conditions is valuable to the poor to whom we minis-
ter, and always gratefully received ; while Sunday-school books, Sunday-
school papers, and school books that no longer are useful in the school or
family at home, have a fresh value when transferred to distant Mission
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fields. ‘We are under many obligations in the past to thoughtful Rectors,
Teachers and Sunday-school Supelmtendents, for their liberal offerings
in these particulars,

CONCLUSION.

The past eleven years have shown conclusively, again and again, what
can be accomplished by earnest, faithful work in behalf of the Colored
people of the South. There is only one real solution of the whole Afri-
can question. Human legislation has attempted it, but in many im-
portant particulars it has failed. No section of our country has as yet
apprehended the true condition and destiny of the Colored man, or been
successful in his general elevation. It isnot in the mere counsels of men
that this is to be accomplished. All plans must fail, and treasure be
expended in vain, until we seek his true elevation as an Immortal being,
through the medium of the Gospel of Grace. The only true civilizer is
the Christian teacher; and the only elevation worthy of the name, must
be based on an intelligent Christianity. Here, in this great work of in-
structing and stimulating him in Christian duty, is a plane on which
we all may meet. Here we develop, as nowhere else, his true manhood.
Here we dissolve those mists by which his intellect has been clouded,
through the long years and generations of his thraldom. Here we dis-
charge the debt we owe him, so long over-due. Here we prepare him,
without divesting him of his gentle and affectionate manners, to perform
his daily duty in that state of life to which he may be called. To his
Christian culture, all else is to be subordinated; and our obligations can
only be met and discharged by the prompt and unremitted performance
of this duty. In this alone is the solution of the problem.

It is not the highest destiny of the Black man, to merge his individu-
ality in that of the Caucasian race, and be no more seen; he has duties
that are eminently his, reaching in their results far beyond the present,
just as he has idiosyncracies and impulses of his own. His future is not
simply our future, but the future of the millions who are oceupying his
ancestral home. His destiny is to still further develop under Christian
teaching in our own land, and then to bring beneath the shadow of the
Cross thewaces of the earth, now given over to superstition.

Even those whose opportunities have been best for acquiring infor-
mation in regard to his true character, are beginning to feel they had
much to learn in regard to him.

His accumulations, as given by published statistics, show conclusively
that he is not all unthrift ; his success in study, that he has intellect; and
his kind-heartedness still remains, undoubted.

Let it not be forgotten, that the majority of the people of this earth,
now living and existing on its surface, are Colored. God has uses for the
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African race, and for all these races, that we in our short-sightedness
never thought of. As they develop and are prepared for it, they will go
forth t‘hrough the channels of commerce, and a hundred other ways, to
carry our civilization to distant lands, and mould them fo whatever
shape we now give them in this generation.

Tt is Gon’s purpose, as we may believe, to reach Africa through her
own descendants. DMay we not then ask in this centennial year—a year
of such general thanksgiving—that Missions alr efidy begun, be strength-
ened, and that other Missions may be planted in localiteis heretofore
neglected. The work is growing on our hands. The Church has yet a
great work to do, and we have faith tohope, during the coming ycﬂr, for
enlarged support from all our congregations.

Respectfully submitted, by order of the Executive Committee:

CHAS. H. HALL, .
Chairiman.

C. C. TIFFANY,
Corresponding Secretary.

WELLINGTON E. WEBB,
Seeretary Free. Committee.

40 BieLe House,
New York, Oct. 1, 1876.
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